Book reviews
Management of Obstetric Difficulties revised by J Robert Willson MD MS 6th ed pp 687 illustrated 123s 6d St Louis: C VMosby London: Henry Kimpton 1961 This is the sixth revision of Titus' well-known work. As implied by the title there is a comprehensive account of all the usual obstetrical emergencies with full details of the operative procedures required.
The scope of the book is much greater than might be supposed, for many subjects are dealt with which are not strictly related to the title. The section on the investigation of sterility is an example. Pelvimetry, clinical and radiographic, is adequately discussed, but this particular chapter is open to a criticism that also applies to some other sections of the text: by describing various alternative techniques the writer leaves doubt regarding his own preference. Incidentally, some of the methods detailed are now, one may suppose, superseded by improved techniques. For example, to a critical radiologist the illustrations relating to Thoms's original method might seem specifically designed to ensure that the foetal gonads receive the maximum rather than the minimum amount of radiation possible. The sections on ectopic gestation, forceps delivery, and CQsarean sectionto mention only a feware good and will be appreciated by all who are engaged in obstetrical practice.
The illustrations are very numerous and of excellent quality. This book will undoubtedly be a useful addition to the library of every obstetrician.
Antibiotics and Sulphonamides in Pidiatrics by Joseph Ungar and Leonard Haas (Oxford Antibiotics Monographs) pp vi+ 149 15s London, &c.: Oxford University Press 1962 This dull little book contains some useful information but seems expensive at fifteen shillings.
The first two sections deal with general aspects of antibiotic therapy and the properties of various antimicrobial agents without any special reference to paediatrics. So, for example, adult dosage is always given first and sometimes pediatric dosage is not mentioned at all. Occasionally this absence of pediatric emphasis is actively misleading as in Table I where 'respiratory infection' is listed as the principal disease due to H. influenzw and tetracycline is given as the drug of choice, al-though it is ineffective against H. influenzae meningitis.
The third section which deals with treatment is entirely pediatric and here the omissions of the previous chapters are made good, but, because of the arrangement, there is a great deal of needless repetition and the authors do not confine themselves to their subject. They give, in a rather haphazard manner, bits of clinical description, hints on pitfalls in diagnosis and an abbreviated account of the general management and treatment of all pvdiatric infections, including the specific fevers.
It seems to this reviewer that there is no call for a book on antibiotics and sulphonamides in pediatrics as distinct from their use in medicine generally; on the other hand, to attempt to deal with all aspects of pediatric infections in less than 140 pocket-size pages is absurd. The authors have taken on an impossible task. The present volume consists of a number of articles which describe the various functions of the coenzymes containing the water-soluble vitamins. The aim of the authors is to describe as clearly as possible the intricate chemical mechanisms by which these substances carry out the reactions catalysed by the enzymes concerned. It is not a bedside book for the general public but can be recommended to research workers in biochemistry and allied fields who are interested in current problems of enzyme action. The contributors include Theorell, Snell and Lynen and the verbatim discussions after each paper are both lively and stimulating. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 The difficulty of selection of material for student teaching is a besetting problem for special departments, whose allocation of curriculum time is generally very small. Opinions may differ as to essentials, but all schools must hope, at least, to inculcate an awareness of the common conditions and a grasp upon the recognition and management of the potentially serious ones. A welcome, therefore, will surely be given to this new E.N.T. textbook, which, in 186 small pages, performs the difficult task of selection with admirable balance and clarity.
While its chief appeal will no doubt be for studentswho will find, incidentally, the list of previous examination questions invaluable as a guide to revisionit should also prove a godsend to house surgeons newly appointed to E.N.T. departments, and to any general practitioner who would refresh himself with a brief but potent draught of -eminently sane and sound E.N.T. teaching.
Essays on the First Hundred Years of Anesthesia Vol II by W Stanley Sykes MBE MB Bchir(cantab) DA pp viii + 187 illustrated 30s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1961
In his first volume of essays the late Dr Sykes won many admirers for his fresh approach to the history of anesthesia, and for his very readable, not to say breezy, literary style. This second posthumous, volume is equally enjoyable and discusses aspects of anesthesia which are still subject to controversy.
Those contemporary anesthetists who regard halothane and chloroform as virtually interchangeable drugs will find much to interest them in the essay devoted to the older agent, and in the substantial discussion of anmsthetic deaths during the first hundred years of anmsthesia.
Of equal interest to-day is the chapter on the first death associated with nitrous oxide for dentistry; in the unfortunate case 'fainting', and the time when it was alleged to have occurred, were the subjects of some heated differences of opinion. In a further fascinating essay, Dr Sykes puts forward convincing evidence to support the claim that chloroform was used in London some months before it was employed by Sir James Simpson in Edinburgh. These are the highlights of a book which, with its 60 illustrations, is, if anything, better than its predecessor, and which can be warmly recommended. It is to be hoped that the reference on page 58 to a third volume of these essays, is not a misprint, but is indeed a portent of future pleasure and instruction.
The Spread of Carcinoma of the Bronchus by H C Nohl MA DM(OxOn) FRcs(Eng) pp viii+80 illustrated 15s London: Lloyd-Luke 1962 In his treatment of lung cancer the surgeon must often choose between lobectomy and pneumonectomy and is faced with the disheartening task of prognosis, both of which call for a detailed knowledge of the factors that influence the patient's survival. Important in this respect is the lymphatic drainage of the bronchopulmonary segments, which the author, a practising surgeon, has traced in his dissection of 211 specimens and microscopic examination of some 1,500 lymph nodes. The frequency of venous invasion is also assessed on both gross and microscopic appearancein 43 cases by the additional method of injecting radio-opaque material into the veins. The author applies to his material a modification of Salzer's combined surgical and pathological classification, and the value of this study lies in this application of so many methods of assessment to so large a number of specimens.
In the light of the established patterns of behaviour of the different histological types of lung cancer the author analyses, according to a simple histological classification, the various conditions that may influence prognosisfor example, the effect on prognosis of the lobe of origin of the tumour is related to the pattern of lymphatic drainage peculiar to each lobe; a central or peripheral origin has little overall effect, the earlier lymph-node involvement in the central being offset by the earlier pleural involvement in the peripheral; microscopic invasion of the veins is of relatively slight value because it is almost universal, as compared with the more significant naked eye involvement.
This book of 80 pages, based on an Oxford DM thesis, summarizes for surgeon and pathologist a useful method of assessing a common tumour.
The Principles of Pathology including Bacteriology by R A Willis DSC MD FRCP FRCS
2nded ppxiv+689+30 illustrated 75s London. Butterworths 1961 Professor Willis has added 'including Bacteriology' to the title of the second edition of his 'Principles of Pathology' and the chapters on bacteriology have been rewritten and extended with the help of his son, Dr A T Willis.
No textbook is perfect, but this has many virtues, not the least of which is the continuing enthusiasm and freshness of the author's style achieved without loss of precision. Pathology is a live subject and few can make this more apparent or present facts in a more palatable form.
To avoid the artificial subdivision of pathology into 'general' and 'special', an attempt has been made to provide a comprehensive text for the undergraduate student in a volume still easily held in the hand and of necessity some subjects are treated briefly and with a shade of dogmatism. It might, for example, have been better to enlarge on thrombus formation, in which section the endothelial changes and function of platelets are
